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CHAPTER 3

Shepherds in the Home 

Shepherds Follow the Shepherd

Someone is leading your family. Right now, as you 
read, your home has a leader. Even if you’re the only one 
in your home, there is a leader, and it might not be you. 

If there are many people in your home, you may find that 
there are many leaders as well. 

If we accept this premise—that every home, every family, 
is following someone—are we willing to leave the identity 
of that leader to chance? Do we care who has the heart and 
attention of our family? Are we concerned with how they’re 
leading or where they’re taking them? 

How do we ensure that our family has the right leader? 
First, we must proclaim that the Shepherd we need to lead 

our families is Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd. He’s the one 
who made us, knows us, loves us, provides for us, protects 
us, and lays down his life for us, his sheep. He’s the only one 
who can lead, for he’s not just the one who knows the way we 
need to go, but, in his words, he is the way (John 14:6). And 
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if he is to be the Shepherd of our homes, then we need family 
shepherds who will follow the Good Shepherd and lead the 
rest of the family to do the same. 

Simply put, every family needs a shepherd who follows 
Christ and leads the rest of the family to follow him too. 

As John Piper writes, “All true spiritual leadership has its 
roots in desperation.”7

In his book on The Shepherd Leader at Home, author 
Timothy Witmer calls the spiritual leader of the home to, first 
of all, follow Christ. He writes, “In leading our families we 
must be motivated by love for the Lord and for the well-being 
of our loved ones. It must be evident to them that it matters 
to us that we are following the Good Shepherd ourselves and 
putting godly principles into practice in our own lives.”8

What we need is a Joshua. 

Shepherds Highlight God’s Presence
In the final chapter of the book of Joshua, Moses’ successor 

stands up and addresses the people. Joshua begins by recounting 
the faithfulness of God, chronologically tracing the history 
of the people and their encounters with God. He highlights 
God’s presence with his people, tracing the miraculous and 
delivering work of God from the call of Abram, through the 
Exodus from Egypt and the wandering in the wilderness, all 
the way to the conquest of the Promised Land. 

Then comes verse 14: “Now, therefore, fear the Lord and 
serve him in sincerity and truth” (Joshua 24:14). 

Verse 14 is a natural response to God’s history with his 
people. It’s like saying, since God is always faithful, always 
good, always sovereign, since he always keeps his word, 
since he always protects and provides, it seems fitting that we 
should serve this faithful God faithfully. 

I gave testimony earlier to the diversity of our church. It’s a 
joy to see so many nations singing praises to Christ together. 
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Sometimes, groups from other churches or seminaries come 
to visit and worship with us so that they can see this picture 
of the nations glorifying the Lord as one body. I’m honored to 
be a part of this small witness of Revelation 7:9, but I would 
never want these visitors to leave our church excited about 
our diversity. I want them to leave excited about Jesus. As I 
share with our church, we don’t want our church to highlight 
diversity, we want our diversity to highlight Christ and his 
gospel. We want to tell others of God’s faithful history and 
demonstrate an appropriate response. 

This should be the aim of every household. Just as Joshua 
pointed the people to a long history of God’s goodness and 
unswerving, steadfast presence and provision, our families 
are to highlight Christ and the gospel, giving unbroken 
testimonies of his presence in our lives. 

Joshua’s call was in response to what God had already 
done. What has God done in your life? What has the Lord 
accomplished for your family? How has he provided for your 
home? From what disasters has he delivered you? When was 
a time that he made himself known? 

Let us meditate on the Lord’s presence in our lives, and let 
us respond appropriately, namely, by fearing and serving the 
Lord. 

Every Thanksgiving, my family sits at the table, eyeballing 
the turkey and dressing while making a mental note of how 
long we have until the Dallas Cowboys kickoff, and then it 
happens. We do it every year. I don’t know who started this 
tradition, though I suspect many families do the same thing 
every Thanksgiving. We take turns going around the table 
mentioning one thing we’re thankful for from the past year. 

Gracie, my little girl, might say a prayer of thanksgiving 
for our new baby, Elijah, as well as her trampoline and tiaras, 
while our younger son, Silas, will thank the Lord for his 
mommy, Batmobile, and donuts. 

Throughout Scripture, God’s people are called to remember. 
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David embraced this call to remember the good works of 
God. He writes, “My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich 
food, and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, when 
I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the 
watches of the night; for you have been my help, and in the 
shadow of your wings I will sing for you” (Psalm 63:5-7). 

Our family time of remembering should not come only 
once a year. We shouldn’t wait until next Thanksgiving to lead 
our children, the next generation, in a time of remembering, 
a time of praising Christ for his good works in our life. We 
are to meditate and reflect upon his provision, faithfulness, 
healing, goodness, comfort, guidance, and answered prayers 
daily, “in the watches of the night,” so that our families will set 
their hope in God and not forget His miracles. 

How do we do this? Well, tonight, when you sit down to 
eat dinner or as you’re putting your children into their beds, 
give each family member a chance to remember the goodness 
of God and then lead your family in a prayer of praise, for we 
need Joshuas who will highlight the presence of the Lord in 
our homes. 

Shepherds Lead their Families to Get Rid of Idols
Every family has a leader, someone or something they 

follow, and any leader not following Christ is nothing short 
of an idol. Tragically, this means that most homes are filled 
with idols, for few families sincerely claim to be following the 
Good Shepherd, submitting their schedules, money, children, 
and goals to the will of Jesus. 

Have you ever walked into a home of a family that blatantly 
and proudly displays their idols? I have. I’ve seen altars to false 
gods, shelves lined with man-made objects of worship, and 
prayer pillows in front of shrines—worn-out prayer pillows 
at that. 

It’s staggering to see such an unashamed, prominent, 
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public display of idols. It’s staggering, not because idolatry 
in the home is uncommon, but because most of us hide our 
idolatry, like Rachel sitting on her father’s stolen gods in the 
tent (Gen. 31:34). 

After calling the people to respond to the Lord’s long history 
of faithfulness, Joshua makes another exhortation: “And put 
away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. If it is disagreeable in your 
sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom 
you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served 
which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living.” 

Joshua leaves the people with two options: Either serve 
God or serve false gods. Either worship the God who has 
revealed himself as personal, powerful and faithful, or serve 
dead idols made by man. Joshua is clear that to choose idols 
over God is to say, with your actions, that worshiping the true 
God is evil in your sight. We aren’t usually this clear and bold 
in our definition of idolatry. We usually water it down, but 
make no mistake about it, idolatry, putting anything in the 
place of God, worshiping anything or anyone instead of God, 
reveals our sinful heart and the fact that we actually consider 
true worship of the true God as disagreeable and evil. 

This is an appropriate and necessary admonition for Joshua 
to make, for at the beginning of this chapter, as he is storying 
through their relationship with the Lord, they are reminded 
that Abram’s father Terah served other gods, the false gods 
of Mesopotamia. Furthermore, the location of this covenant 
renewal is Shechem, which was previously a center of pagan 
worship. 

While we aren’t descendants of Terah and don’t live in 
Shechem, the call to shepherd our families to get rid of idols 
remains an appropriate admonition for us today. Most of us 
can identify temptations for idolatry in our homes. One way 
to identify these temptations is to examine how we devote 
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our time. For example, what receives the greatest attention 
and conversation in your home? TV? Sports? School? 
Social Media? Video Games? Yard work? Eating? Vacation? 
Retirement? 

There is another story in the Bible that parallels Joshua’s 
challenge to get rid of idols, and, while it took place hundreds of 
years earlier, it was in the same city of Shechem. In Genesis 35, 
Jacob prepares his family to go and dwell with God in Bethel, 
but before they can leave they have some unpacking to do. 

When my family goes on a trip, we don’t unpack. We pack. 
Even my children get into the packing. My daughter fills her 
backpack with stuffed animals, books, and dress-up clothes, 
trusting that she is now prepared for anything. My son, Silas, 
takes a different approach, focusing on his Ninja Turtles and 
Super Heroes, before grabbing bags of Gold Fish crackers and 
Cheetos from the pantry. He’ll pretty much pack all the food 
from the lowest shelf, all he can reach. 

Jacob doesn’t pack for his trip, though. He unpacks. He tells 
his family to, “put away the foreign gods that are among you.” 
We know his wife Rachel had stolen her father’s gods and that 
his sons had just plundered an entire city, likely taking their 
idols as well. Jacob had allowed these idols in his home for 
about ten years, but if they are to dwell with God, it’s time to get 
them out of the house and bury them under the terebinth tree. 

In the late 16th century, a Japanese warlord had 50,000 men 
spend five years building a colossal statue of Buddha for a 
shrine in Kyoto. Soon after it was finished, an earthquake hit 
the city, the roof of the shrine came crashing down and the 
idol was destroyed.9

I don’t know how long you’ve been worshiping your idols 
or how long it’s taken for them to become rooted in your life 
and home, but I do know that it is time they all come crashing 
down. It’s time to bury them under the tree in the backyard. 

Will you lead your family, shepherd your home, to clean 
out the idols of your home? 
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Shepherds Lead their Families to Worship the 
Lord

Before the people can even decide whether or not they 
will get rid of their idols to serve the faithful God, Joshua sets 
the example and says the famous words, “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 

The word here for “serve” not only means to serve but also 
to worship. As a shepherd leader in his home, Joshua speaks 
first and is the first one to commit his family to be a family 
that highlights God’s presence, expels any idols, and worships 
the Lord. He commits himself and his family to a life of 
worshiping the one, true, living God. 

Fathers, husbands, have you done this for your family 
yet? Have you prayerfully and boldly made the commitment 
to lead your family to worship God? Are you leading your 
family to revere God, put away idols, and serve Jesus Christ? 
This doesn’t mean you’re perfect, but it does mean you’re 
intentional. 

Gospel Families will never emerge accidentally. Gospel 
Families don’t happen by chance, and neither does spiritual 
leadership. It takes boldness. It requires commitment. It calls 
for intentionality. Some families spend more time talking 
about what to eat for dinner than they do talking about how 
to serve God together as a family. Some families are very 
intentional in how they will save for college or spend their 
retirement or where they’ll go on vacation, but they leave the 
most important thing to chance. 

The spiritual well being of your family should not be left 
to chance. 

We need spiritual leadership. 
We need family shepherds. 
We need Joshuas, who will stand up and intentionally 
choose to lead their homes to worship Christ. 
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Spiritual leaders lead their homes and others to saving 
faith in Jesus. When Paul instructs Titus to appoint elders 
in the church, he lists qualifications of the church overseer, 
including the leader’s family life and home. Paul specifies that 
the children of the church elders are to be “believers and not 
open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination” (Titus 
1:6). Paul recognizes that those who lead outside the home 
must first lead inside the home. Those who would disciple 
others must first disciple their family members. As Paul writes 
to Timothy, “He must manage his own household well, with 
all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone 
does not know how to manage his own household, how will 
he care for God’s church?” (1 Timothy 3:4-5). 

Pastor Voddie Baucham reflects on Paul’s instructions to 
Titus and Timothy, concluding, “It’s impossible to overstate 
the importance of the ministry of the home in the pastoral 
Epistles. Again and again we find admonitions to parents and 
children and instructions to elders that center on the disciple-
making function of the family, and particularly the family 
shepherd.”10 

A Word for Husbands and Fathers
The Bible clearly teaches that God made both man and 

woman in his image and that both have divine roles and 
callings in the family and home. I will explore the beauty of 
this partnership more in chapter 12, for I do see the entire 
family as partners in the Gospel, living the mission together. 
I also believe that as the Scriptures present some of the 
varying responsibilities of husbands and wives, husbands are 
called to the joyful responsibility of spiritually leading their 
families. 

I see this Biblically in passages like Ephesians 5:23-24, 
which reads, “For the husband is the head of the wife even 
as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself 
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its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit in everything to their husbands” (see also 
Colossians 3, 1 Peter 3, Titus 2, Genesis 1-3 and 1 Corinthians 
11). 

In the same way, Ephesians 6:4 calls fathers to be the 
Joshuas, the shepherd leaders of the home, charging, “Fathers, 
do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in 
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”

As the husband of a beautiful, gifted, passionate woman of 
God and follower of Christ, and as the father of three wonderful 
children, I know that this call to lead can be overwhelming. 
After all, as a husband, I am commanded to love my bride as 
Christ loves his bride, the church, and I am reminded that 
Christ loved his bride by dying for her, sacrificing everything, 
covering her with an unconditional love. 

Pastor Eric Mason puts this in perspective, writing, “The 
husband’s role is to reflect Jesus’ self-denying death as he 
helps the spiritual growth of his wife.”11 

As a father, I am ever aware that my example is God, our 
Heavenly Father. Even the best fathers are mere glimpses of 
the perfect Father, while the worst fathers are mere reminders 
of our desperate need for the Heavenly Father.

While I was in seminary, one of my professors wrote 
an essay that addressed the call of the father in the realm 
of making disciples in the home. He wrote, “The father’s 
responsibility is to present the Word of God with every avenue 
possible at every moment possible to everyone possible, but 
especially to his children.”12

I have this vivid image in my mind from my childhood, 
scores of nearly palpable memories of me coming down the 
stairs in the morning to find my father in prayer. I can still 
smell his mug of coffee sitting on the end table. I can hear the 
pages of his Bible crinkling underneath his folded hands as he 
knelt in front of that old blue armchair, his face buried in the 
cushion, lifting up prayers for his family. 
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That’s a Joshua. That’s a shepherd leader. That’s a husband 
trying to lead his wife. That’s a father trying to disciple his 
children. And we need more men like this. 

I don’t say we need more men like this just because of 
Paul’s words in Ephesians 5 and 6. I say we need more men 
like this simply because they are absent in far too many 
of the homes in my community and, most likely, your 
community. Our homes need shepherds. Our homes need 
pastors. Our homes need men who will lead, love, serve, 
and disciple. 

Our church has a soccer academy for the children of our 
neighborhood each week. They come to the church house and 
spend a couple of hours playing soccer. They stretch, run laps, 
go through drills, scrimmage one another, even learn how to 
hit the soccer ball with their heads. Oranges are passed out, 
team pictures are taken each season, and there is a “Living 
Water Break,” allowing them to hydrate while hearing the 
gospel. 

One of the greatest things that takes place at this 
soccer academy, however, is the relationship between the 
children and their coaches. You see, the coaches are men 
from our church. Christian men. Husbands. Fathers. And 
the majority of the children who spend their Wednesday 
nights playing soccer with us come from homes lacking 
a man, much less a God-fearing man. Those Wednesday 
nights, running around with their coaches, may be the only 
two hours of their week when they have a Christian man 
investing in their lives.

And they are desperate for it. 
And your home is, too. 
The Bible clearly shows the repercussion of the failure of 

spiritual leadership within the home, whether Adam’s failure 
to lead Eve (Gen. 3) or Ananias failing to lead Saphira (Acts 
5). In both cases, sin breaks into the home and, with it, the 
unwanted feelings of fear, guilt, and shame, along with the 
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unbearable consequences of broken relationship with the 
Father and physical death. 

When spiritual leadership is lacking, someone or 
something else fills the void. We see this in Genesis 34 when 
Shechem rapes Jacob’s only daughter Dinah. Jacob hears the 
savage report and, tragically, does nothing. He doesn’t yell. 
He doesn’t cry. He doesn’t even speak. It’s not that he’s not 
an emotional man. Later, when his favorite son, Joseph, is 
thought to be dead, Jacob tears his clothes, mourns for days, 
refuses to be comforted, and weeps for his son. With the rape 
of his daughter, however, he doesn’t shed a tear. There is no 
emotion, no action, and no leadership. 

He doesn’t say a word and, in the absence of spiritual 
leadership, someone else will fill the void. 

In this case, it is Dinah’s brothers, Simeon and Levi, who 
fill the void by deceiving their sister’s offender so that they will 
be able to easily walk through the city and murder every man. 
Their genocide goes far beyond an eye-for-an-eye and puts 
their entire family in danger from the surrounding peoples. 
Jacob chastises his sons, and yet still refuses to address Dinah’s 
rape. The story ends with Simeon and Levi asking their father, 
the would-be, should-be spiritual leader of the home, “Should 
he treat our sister like a prostitute?” 

Jacob failed to lead. The sons filled the void, and Jacob 
rebuked their response. The problem is that he never told 
them how to respond. He didn’t lead them. He didn’t guide 
them through a season of grieving or a plea for justice. He 
offered no alternative reaction. There was no prayer, no 
mention of God, and no one to shepherd the family. 

The need for spiritual leaders is great. The danger of not 
having them is disastrous. 

Husbands, fathers, can you imagine the transformation 
that would come to your home if this year found you growing 
in your spiritual leadership of your wife and children, enjoying 
the responsibility of pointing them to Christ? 
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A Word for Wives
My wife, Jessica, has innumerable strengths. She’s a creative 

photographer, a gifted teacher, a wise counselor, a faithful 
disciple maker, an all-star athlete, a passionate missionary, an 
extraordinary wife, a remarkable mother, and can cook some 
Monkey Bread like nobody’s business. Jess is funny, brilliant, 
and stop-traffic gorgeous. She is simply stunning. However, if 
I’m going to be completely honest, she also has a weakness or 
two, one of which is her sense of direction. She’d be lost daily 
without her GPS, and when we’re together, she prefers that I 
drive. Now, I don’t always know where I’m going either, but I 
do enjoy the role of family driver. 

It’s a small thing, perhaps, but it is a chance to lead, and it’s 
a chance for my wife to let me lead. Leading Jess as we drive, 
her trusting me, sitting comfortable in the front seat, gives 
us a small glimpse of what we aim to model in the spiritual 
aspects of our home. The key, however, is that as I lead, I’m 
following the map, GPS, and road signs, depending on their 
guidance. If I begin to ignore the map, GPS, and road signs, 
making wrong turns, missing exits, and not concerned at all 
with correcting it, then Jess would be less comfortable trusting 
me to lead. I can only lead her when I’m following the map, 
just as spiritual leaders can only lead when following Christ. 
This we affirmed at the beginning of the chapter. 

Now here’s my word of encouragement to wives: 

When I make a wrong turn, Jess does not immediately 
kick me out of the driver’s seat and take over. She doesn’t 
hit some secret eject button that catapults me through 
the roof or use a nail gun to fix the map to my forehead. 
She shows me grace, prays for me, and encourages me 
to get us back on the right road. 

Wives, I don’t know your husband or your situation. 
But I do know that if your husband is to ever lead you 
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spiritually, he’s going to desperately need your support, 
prayers, and encouragement. He’s going to need grace. 
Grace when he fails. Grace when’s he’s apathetic. Grace 
when he’s lost. Too many husbands have been ejected 
out of the spiritual leadership seat because they failed 
years ago, and they have never tried to sit there again. 

Wives, are you supporting your husband as the spiritual 
leader of your home? Are you praying that he will fulfill this 
role? Are you creating an atmosphere that allows him to feel 
comfortable stepping up as the Joshua who says, our family 
will be a Gospel Family? Do you encourage him and pray for 
him when he fails, or do you criticize and try to take over? 

If we are going to see Gospel Families, we are going to have 
to see Joshuas stand up with the support of the entire home 
as they intentionally and boldly claim their family for Jesus 
Christ and his worship. 

A Word for Believers with Unbelieving Spouses
A Gospel Family home will always prove challenging. It 

can be especially difficult, however, if only one of the spouses 
is fighting for this sort of vision. Some Christian husbands 
will find themselves trying to lead and shepherd a wife 
who does not follow after Jesus or share his desire to bring 
the Gospel into the home. Likewise, some Christian wives 
will find themselves praying for a home filled with Family 
Devotions, Family Worship, and Family Missions, while their 
unbelieving husbands refuse to partner in this journey. 

Paul addresses this marital dynamic in his letter to one of 
the New Testament churches. He calls the Christian spouse to 
remain married to the unbelieving spouse. He doesn’t pretend 
there won’t be challenges. He does, however, encourage a 
Gospel perspective even in a home where one spouse does not 
believe the Gospel. Paul writes, “For how do you know, wife, 
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whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, 
husband, whether you will save your wife?” (1 Corinthians 
7:16). 

Peter also views the believing spouse as a missionary in 
the home, writing, “Likewise, wives, be subject to your own 
husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they 
may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 
when they see your respectful and pure conduct” (1 Peter  
3:1-2).

I have seen a man lead his family, modeling Christ for 
his home, even when his wife refused to trust Jesus with her 
life, children, or health. I have seen a woman discipling her 
children, pointing them to Jesus, even when her husband hid 
from his responsibility to shepherd the home. One woman 
in our church prayed for her husband’s salvation for more 
than 20 years. Now, they serve together, as a Christian couple, 
leading a local missions ministry in our church. 

Prayer is powerful, for the one to whom we pray is all 
powerful. Every family aiming to be a Gospel Family will 
rest on prayer, and every spouse aiming to shepherd a Gospel 
home, alongside an unbelieving spouse, can place all of their 
hopes, needs, prayers, and dependence in Christ. Perhaps the 
Lord will use you and your prayers to point your spouse to 
Jesus and his Gospel. 

A Word for Single Adults, Single Parents, and 
Widows

When we consider spiritual leadership and the need for 
Joshuas, we’re not just talking about husbands and wives. 
What about spiritual leadership in the home of our single 
adults, our single parents, our widows? The same principle 
applies: Spiritual leadership is always about recognizing 
Christ as the head, about submitting to his Lordship, about 
following him as we lead others. 
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John Piper defines spiritual leadership as, “Knowing where 
God wants people to be and taking the initiative to use God’s 
methods to get them there in reliance on God’s power.”13

For the homes without a husband or father, let me suggest 
three practical applications for spiritual leadership. 

1. The spiritual leader of every home, the Shepherd of 
every home, should be Christ. So whether there’s a 
husband or not, families are to first look toward 
Jesus for this guidance. Single adults, single moms, 
widows, and others, can root their homes in the 
Gospel with healthy, biblical spiritual leadership 
by simply following Christ as their Shepherd. To 
the unmarried woman, I would encourage you 
with the beautiful truth that you are a bride, and 
that your Bridegroom is Jesus. Allow the Groom 
to lead your home. 

2. If you have others in your home, lead them. I 
especially want to encourage the single mothers 
reading right now. Your call to make disciples 
begins with your children. Invest in their spiritual 
growth with even more passion and attention than 
their physical growth. This is done, again, I believe, 
by following the examples of Joshua: Highlight 
God’s presence, get rid of idols, and worship the 
Lord. In her book, The Mission of Motherhood, 
Sally Clarkson underlines this call for mothers to 
model their faith in their home. She writes, “Our 
children will learn righteousness best by seeing it 
lived out in every possible way in our lives, moment 
by moment, in the context of normal life. As I walk 
honestly before God, with my children watching, 
they will learn how to have a real relationship with 
him as well. As they see me apologize to them and 
pray in front of them to ask for God’s forgiveness 
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in my own life, my children will learn that God is 
a God of grace who forgives me and guides me.”14 

3. Lean on the extended Gospel Family, the church. 
Allow the Body of Christ to come alongside you 
in your pursuit of a gospel-rooted home. Welcome 
the spiritual leadership of your pastors and elders, 
and invite them to help disciple your household. 

Recently, my family and I needed a vacation. It was late in 
the year and we had yet to use any vacation days. Ministry 
at the church was exciting, growing, and busy, and we knew 
it was time for a Sabbath rest. We prayed for a place to get 
away, a place where we could enjoy, not just family time, but 
a retreat of sorts. The Lord opened the door for us to spend a 
few days at the Jordan Ranch, about an hour and a half west 
of our city. 

The Jordan Ranch began its ministry with a focus on 
families and has yet to drift from this emphasis. Throughout 
the year, they invest in families from all over the nation 
through retreats, counseling, coaching, and through a variety 
of other ministries. One such ministry is their annual father 
and son campout. More than 1,000 fathers and sons come to 
the ranch, set up their tents, and spend the weekend seeking 
Christ together. 

What I love about the campout is the way they reach out to 
single mothers. They include the children of single moms in 
the campout as another father spends the retreat with them. 
This is a beautiful picture of the church, as a brother in Christ 
partners with his sister in Christ in the discipleship of her 
children. 

This is just one more way family shepherds can point to the 
Good Shepherd. 

I believe the Lord calls the church to love the children 
of single mothers in a special way. As Dr. James Dobson 
encourages, “To every single mom who is on this quest, let 
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me emphasize first that you have an invaluable resource in 
our heavenly Father. He created your children and they 
are precious to him. How do I know that? Because he said 
repeatedly in his Word that he has a special tenderness 
for fatherless children and their mothers. There are many 
references in Scripture to their plight. For example: 

 • Deuteronomy 10:17-18: The Lord your God…
defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. 

 • Deuteronomy 27:19: Cursed is the man who 
withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or 
the widow. 

 • Psalm 68:5: A father to the fatherless, a defender of 
widows, is God in his holy dwelling. 

 • Zechariah 7:10: Do not oppress the widow or the 
fatherless, the alien or the poor.”15

We are all leaders. No matter who you are, if you are a 
follower of Christ, then you are a spiritual leader of someone 
else in your life. Someone is looking to you for spiritual 
leadership, guidance, answers, counsel, encouragement, 
prayer, and an example. If we’re far from Christ, we’ll never 
lead, and if fear trumps faith, we’ll never lead. But, if we can 
trust in Christ while abiding in him, then I believe God will 
raise up spiritual leaders and shepherds for our homes. 

Family Discussion Questions

1. How does your family spend your evenings? Free 
time? Vacation? 

2. According to the way you spend your time, what 
does your family value the most? 
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3. If someone who didn’t know you watched you and 
your family for a week, would they say you are a 
worshiper of Jesus Christ? What would they say 
you and your family were devoted to primarily? 

4. Who is leading your family today? 
5. What was the most challenging word from this 

chapter? 
6. Are you a Joshua, leading your family to worship 

and serve the Lord? 


